
Life, the Universe, 
and Everything

I take it by this you mean the miracles, and some of 
the claims the Bible makes such as those to do with 
Creation, angels and demons and so forth.

The reason they are hard-to-believe for many of us 
is that they are not things we experience. Nor are 
they things we hear about in our secular lives. It’s 
only when you open the Bible or go to church that 
you hear of a God who  parted the Red Sea or 
walked on water.

But your question is intriguing too, because it sounds 
as though you feel it is a chore to have to believe. 
Can I not just be a Christian and cut out all the 
miracles and God-in-the-sky stuff? 

But that is the God we come to. God is Spirit, He is 
not constrained by the physical universe as we are. 
And it is our spirit which first encounters Him, it is a 

spiritual understanding and relationship that He 
wants with us.

Our brains want logic, touch/feel/provable and 
seeable. In order to be able to approach God we 
need to deal with our brains and make them subject 
to our spirits. They need to be ‘converted’ into 
spiritual receptors and not just physical ones.

That doesn’t mean you have to believe the whole 
shebang before you approach God. But you should 
be open to Him changing you.

God presents Himself to us as The Word, Jesus. He  
uses the medium of the written Word, the Bible, to 
do this. To say “I do not believe it” is to call Him a 
liar. Or to ultimately say you do not believe God, you 
do not believe in Him. So when it comes to the hard 
bits, the bits that don’t fit into a 21st Century 
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Over the previous editions of Training for Guys I  think we’ve pretty much covered questions from 
every aspect of life. The aim has always been to see how a Christian man should live, how he should 
approach making decisions on difficult topics, and so forth.

To be honest, the questions have more or less stopped coming in, so this seems to me to be a good 
time to call a halt to my aim at a weekly output. If there are more questions, we’ll tackle them as and 
when.

Still being honest, I had hoped there would be more stimulus from each other as to bringing forward 
answers, debate and discussion. That hasn’t happened but I  trust and hope that my own contributions 
have at least helped your thinking over the past year or so.

There’s a full index to all 42 editions in the pages that follow, an intriguing look into the way number 
42 turns up in the Bible and nature, and the usual joke or two.

I’m planning to continue the weekly podcasts at least for  now -  working through some of the Psalms at 
the moment (tfgministries.org.uk/podcasts). There’s teaching on many books of scripture on that 
podcast stream going back for more than 10 years.

There are so many hard-to-believe bits in the Bible. Do I have 
to believe them?



Western secular viewpoint, we need to be honest 
with Him and tell Him that but also to ask for His 
help to believe. Pray something like “Lord, I  can’t 
believe this at the moment. But I want to know 
You more, and I know that this is something You 
are telling me is the Truth. Though I find it  hard to 
accept, I  choose to believe it. Help me to come to 
a revelation of this as Truth, to that it affects my 
world view and brings me closer to You”.

The Bible is Truth, my prayer is that each of us 
will get a deeper revelation of that Truth as we 
live our lives. That way we will not only be 
personally blessed, but we will sharpen each 
other and be able to bring God’s Truth to the 
needy people around us.
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“The Mystery of 42” from Vivian Linacre’s 
book “The General Rule”. Published by the 
Squeeze Press ISBN 978-1906-06901-8

Queen Victoria's husband Prince Albert died aged 42; 
they had 42 grandchildren and their great-grandson, 

Edward VIII, abdicated at the age of 42.

Elvis Presley died at the age of 42.

BBC Radio 4's Desert Island Discs was created in 1942. There are 
42 guests per year.

Toy Story character Buzz Lightyear's spaceship is named 42.

 The Doctor Who episode entitled "42" lasts for 42 minutes.

A single Big Mac contains 42 per cent of the recommended daily 
intake of salt

In Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, Friar Laurence gives Juliet a 
potion that allows for her to be in a death-like coma for "two and 

forty hours"


